


1978: 

The towers high and dry. Mono Lake has fal¬ 
len over 35 vertical feet as a direct result of 
water diversions by the City of Los Angeles, 
and is currently dropping nearly two feet per 
year. 


Mono lawsuit 


NEGIT ISLAND'S SEAGULL ROOKERY AND THE LOSS OF THE MONO 
ECOSYSTEM FORM THE BASIS OF ANOTHER SUIT AGAINST DWP 

In a last ditch battle to end the Department of Water and Power diversion of water 
that would otherwise flow into rapidly receding Mono Lake "several’' environmental groups 
will "definitely" take DWP to court, probably in the next few weeks. Word of the pendvng 
legal action was first revealed at a recent meeting of the Interagency Councvl at Bishop 
and was confirmed late in the week by an attorney representing one of the groups. Palmer 
Madden, a San Francisco lawyer, was contacted at his office to answer questions concern¬ 
ing the lawsuit, but he was reluctant to provide details. He did, however, confirm that 
"certain groups" are behind the court action. Reliable news sources assured the news ser¬ 
vice that the lawsuit will probably be filed before the end of May. "Audubon Society and 
Friends of the Earth" were named among others as plaintiffs. 


1962: 

The tops of two tufa towers barely visible 
above Mono’s surface. 


‘The season’ opens 

THE SOUTHLAND GASOLINE 
SHORTAGE RAISES SERIOUS 
QUESTIONS ABOUT INYO'S 
TOURIST TRAFFIC; WEEK¬ 
END TRADE WAS 'WAY OFF 

For Clarence Tyler Edmonds, 
60, the summer motoring season 
ended fust as it was beginning. 
Sprawled in pain beside High¬ 
way 395 Edmonds became another 
statistic and a grim reminder 
of the negative side of Inyo ’s 
heavy traffic. Cruising at a 
risky 70-plus, Edmonds ’ motor¬ 
cycle apparently developed a 
case of the shakes and it went 
out of control ; he survived, 
with much of the credit for 
his survival going to fast-mov¬ 
ing volunteer rescue workers 
who in the months ahead will 
probably encounter many simil¬ 
ar incidents - and probably at 
least a dozen deaths. Twenty - 
four people died on Inyo high¬ 
ways in 1978, not necessarily 
a high figure in light of the 
fact that a daily aveiage of 
19,000 people travel Inyo's 
highways in about 10,500 vehic¬ 
les. (The peak season is Aug¬ 
ust, with about 28,000 people.) 


N O ONE GAN KNO.7 FOR 
yet, but all of ti 
good and the bad. 


FOR SURE, 
that, the 
may be 

'. changing; may in fact have al- 
ready changed. It is too early 
• -jin "the season" to make esti- 
' mates about traffic - or about 
"\, the fuel supply (Continued on 2) 
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“THE SEASON," continued 

upon which it depends,, 

To Inyo people who still drive serenely 
into their favorite service stations and fill 
up their tanks, the gasoline shortage has been 
something one views on the six o'clock news 
and reads about in the Los Angeles Times . But 
at week's end there was some disconcerting in¬ 
dication that that, too, may be changing. Al¬ 
though the real season is not yet underway, 
the Inyo business houses that depend largely 
on the tourist trade noticed for the first 
time over the weekend that "business is down 
a littleo" True, the reports were mixed, but 
the majority of those contacted by reporters 
said they "defj.nitely" saw a decline in the 
early season's usual weekend traffic pattern. 

At least one major restaurant on High 
way 395 has already cut back on the help it 
ordinarily hires for the weekend trade. It is 
believed there were and are others doing the 
same, although a few owners are reluctant to 
discuss the effect that down-south gasoline 
concerns may be having here. Few Los Angeles 
vehicle owners — particularly those who own 
gas-guzzling recreation and camping vehicles 
— are so impulsive that they leave home for 
a 600 -mile drive on which they have no guar¬ 
antee of fuel. 

Face it, "the bus" is not yet consider¬ 
ed the proper transportation for fishermen, 
even if the bus had an LA-Inyo schedule worth 
considering. 

The gas-guzzlers f -the campers and mot- 
orhomes - are precisely the vehicles that make 
up the bulk of Inyo's summer traffic. Last 
year, 5 > 21 | 8,600 people - most of them in just 
such vehicles - visited the Inyo National For¬ 
est campgrounds. Another 157,728 stayed over¬ 
night, or longer, in the county-operated camp¬ 
grounds o 

Woodall 'sj the national campground and 
travel guide that is considered the authority 
for such tourist information, says that each 
person visiting such campgrounds as Inyo's 
spends an average of $25 per day. In Inyo 
County that is virtually the basis of the ar¬ 
ea economy and the figure (adjusted slightly 
higher for 1979 inflation) upon which most ev¬ 
erything else rests. If gasoline fears "down 
south" contimie, and if motorists there dec¬ 
ide to fish, hike, swim and dine in areas 
closer to home, the 1979 "season" could prove 
to be a hungry one here. 

Not everyone in the southland is yet a- 
ware that there are no gasoline lines in Inyo, 
or that they will not soon occur 0 

One highway restaurant reported that 
"average May weekend trade" was down by 30$. 

A shadow of things to come? 

In answer to that question, Reporter 
Benett K e ssler filed the following report on 
"the gas situation.: 

Bishop's chamber of commerce manager, 
Denton Sonke, said that some merchants he has 
talked to have detected a drop in business. 
But, in contradiction to that, "others are 
doing fine." For some, mid-May means a lull 
anyway, it's that between-season time of year. 

The owner of Bishop's 76 service stat¬ 
ion, Don Johnson, said that he sees "some" 
drop in gasoline sales - in this day of clos¬ 
ed stations in other areas I How much "drop"? 
About U00 gallons a day, maybe 15$ below last 
year's average, but "Last year was an except- 
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ionally good year." At this point, says John¬ 
son, "it's nothing to get upset about. There 
are still a lot of people coming up here." 

Big Bine's Country Kitchen restaurant, 
a 25 -hour operation fronting on the highway, 
has had a different experience. Manager Jim 
Arbuckle said "The dinner hour is much shorter 
than it was a week ago. We are at least 20$ 
dorm...but the morning and graveyard shifts 
are the sameo At dinner two weeks ago I had 
two waitresses busy. How there is one." Ar¬ 
buckle attributes the decline to the LA gas¬ 
oline problem. 

Better news from the tiny resort complex 
called Aberdeen, north of Independence. "The 
campers and fishermen are still coming." 

The decline of gasoline sales "is down 
53$" at the Lone Bine Chevron station. Owner 
Darrell Catherman says he's not too concerned, 
that "They'll be back." 

At June Lake, gasoline sales are down 
"about 30$" at an Arco Station there - and 
therein lies another tale: Owner Roland Stan¬ 
ley has converted to the metric system forhis 
pumps - the first station in California, per¬ 
haps in the entire nation, to do so. As the 
price of gas climbed toward a dollar, Stanley 
was faced with having to buy new register 
mechanisms for his eight pumps, this at a 
cost of $250 each. Instead, he opted for the 
metric converters - at $50 each. Now he's sell¬ 
ing gasoline at 26 cents per liter - no real 
bargain considering "about" four liters to 
the gallon. Ed Hale, the inspector of weights 
and measures for Inyo and Mono Counties, says 
a lot of service station owners will be faced 
with the choice of metric mechanisms or the 
more costly gallon systems, as the price of 
gas goes up. The state office of metric con¬ 
version stated the June Lake station is the 
first in the country to make the switch. 

The one single plus for Inyo and Mono 
is the fact that station allocations here 
provide enough gasoline for the area - and e- 
nough for traveling southlanders to get home 
- if they can just get enough before they 
leave home in LA. 

Sonke says he is "keeping close contact 
with the service stations," keeping a survey 
record each Monday. Beople from down south 
are calling the Bishop chamber about gas clos¬ 
ures here - "about a hundred calls a day," he 
said. Each Tuesday, the chamber will issue a 
press release, for publication in the south, 
with a report on the local gasoline situation. 

"The big thing we want to guard against," . 
says the chamber manager, "is what happened in 
Las Vegas. They promised a lot of gasoline and 
then couldn't deliver." A lot of Angelenos got 
stranded in Vegas that weekend. 

Meanwhile, in Washington, Inyo's Congress¬ 
man, Bill Thomas, opposes the president's gas 
rationing plan. An aide, Alan Krauter, said 
last week that Thomas is against a plan that 
would cut California's pation by 7$. Asked if 
any investigations into oil company practices 
had gotten underway, Krauter said he "didn't 
know." 

And the county's visitors - though they 
may bring dollars when they can get the gas — 
are not always an asset. Sometimes, as in the 
case of the motorcyclist on Fage 1, they can 
be a costly liability unless what they pay to 
the hospitals is added into "net receipts." 

Tourists have a way of getting into 
trouble. Tourists buy things - gas, beer, lod- 
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ging, clothing, sporting goods, etc. - but 
they also have an unhappy faculty of collid¬ 
ing with each other and with us, getting sick 
(usually heart and respiratory problems due 
to high altitudes), getting lost in the moun¬ 
tains, etc. 

When they collide on the highways as 
they often do, the direct cost to the county 
taxpayers (equipment, etc.) is about $ 300 , 
depending on how much damage is done and on 
how many victims go to the hospital. Manpower, 


al view, the gasoline shortage is "going 
to be a squeeze." Lt. H.M. Hurlbut of the 
California Highway Patrol office at Bish¬ 
op, says the down-south gas problems "have 
got to affect us." The lieutenant may him¬ 
self have "made a mistake": 

"I bought a travel trailer," he said, 
and now he ponders, along with the rest of 
us, the future of auto travel in Californ¬ 
ia. Hurlbut and other officials said he 
tkinks the so-called "shortage" was "artif- 


in the form of volunteers, is much more cost j icialiy contrived" for profit motives. In 
ly to the volunteers (their time and effort, 
time lost off their jobs, etc.) than to the 
taxpayers, or, in total costs, nearer $1000. 

The sheriff's slim budget must also al¬ 
low for the cost of the mere presence of tour- 
jsts. Sheriff Floyd Barton says he's working 


that view he is not alone. 

As for the highway accident statist¬ 
ics, the CHP man said "about 20" died on 
the county's highways last year, and "ab¬ 


out 


six," 


Lt. Hurlbut, Inyo's top CHIP 

In the face of a real gasoline shortage , 
a "mistake": He bought a travel trailer. 


maybe 


on some statistics now. These are incomplete, 
but so far the estimates indicate that a 
hefty 30 # of all arrests here arise out of 
situations involving transients. 

And the man who is charged with keeping 
an eye on ^nyo highways, gasoline shortage or 
not, had something to say. In his own person- 


Was business down due to a gasoline Short¬ 
age? These kids set up a Kool-Aid stand on 
Ilighoay 395 and said they did "pretty good" 


so far this year. 

’There does gasoline fit into traffic 
statistics? Clearly, if there is less 
driving, then it follows that there 
will be fewer mishaps - but there is 
more: In the first "gasoline crisis" 
highway speeds were reduced, by lav/. 
For awhile, there was a ready accep- 
tance of the new limit, then speeds 
increased. During the "35" days, a 
"dramatic" reduction in highway ac¬ 
cidents was seen, but the fatality 
ratio increased as speeds crawled 
5 back to their norm. Fuel officials 
and mechanical engineers say that 
autos function at their best fuel 
consumption conservation level at a 
speed of around i;5“50. Some people 
«sj may begin once again to pay attent¬ 
ion to -that fact; accidents will de¬ 
crease accordingly. 

But who has the patience to 
spend five or six hours on the high¬ 
way to drive from Los Angeles tD In- 
,yo at a L5 crawl. Only a few perhaps. 

Since the weekend tourist fig¬ 
ures were mixed, and since it was the 
first real weekend test of the south¬ 
land crunch, there remained many un¬ 
answered questions about the future 
of tourism here. 

^ews reports from the Los Ang- 
eles television stations left no 
doubts, however. Sunday evening news up¬ 
dates about the gasoline lines (90# of all 
southland stations closed) also revealed 
that "nearby resort areas" were suffering 
from lack of trade, and that "local" play¬ 
grounds and beaches were "swamped." Very 
few people, it seems, were willing to risk 
the chance of straying very far from home 
or from the two-hour lines that, for now, 
represent LA's motoring securitv. a 


















Cool , crisp, fresh 

QUALITY 
FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES 

FROM THE BIGGEST 
LITTLE PRODUCE STAND 
IN TOWN 

(home-grown garden-fresh 

PRODUCE IN SEASON) 

(Plan a great uarv- 
weather luncheon or 
a salad in grand style 
right here at our 
counter . Lots of del¬ 
icious seasonings and 
dressings for neu) 
ideas in dininal) 


COMPLETE DELI: 
WINES AND SPIRITS, 
GOURMET FOODS, 
IMPORTS 




r+-+' 
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1 Bishop's finest foods and spirits « Imports » 3100 West Line Street 
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-NEWS BRIEFS 


ered from several sources: 
Jury costs, about $6- 
OOO; travel expense 
and fees for expert 
•witnesses (two psy¬ 
chiatrists), about 
$9000; defending at¬ 
torney Doug Buchan¬ 
an called in to as¬ 
sist the public 
defender, $6h$3; 
court reporters 
and transcrib¬ 
ers, about $8- 
030; jail mat¬ 
ron (required 
by law to be 
present when a 
woman is jail¬ 
ed), 2h hours 
per day at ab¬ 
out $2000 per 
month, $12,000. 
Or,a total at 
that point of ab¬ 
out $L8,5t)0. 

But there was 
mores The public 
deffender, the judge, 
the district attor¬ 
ney's people, all 
must be paid, along 
with their various 
expenses. In this case, 
even the health department 

(See TRIAL COSTS, Page8) 


THE HIGH COST OF TRIAL BY JURY, ALARUMS 
OVER HOUSING; SAD SETTLING OF 6 "ESTATES 


I N AN ERA OF TAX 'REVOLT AND OF ACUTE PUBLIC 
awareness of government spending, the cost 
. of crime - particularly in the case of one 
single crime - tends to get lost among the 
outraged complaints about the profligacy of 
the bureaicrats* However, an ongoing muttering 
of muted comment concerning the cost of a rec 
ent Inyo murder trial has become increasingly 
louder as Inyo County began toting up its ex¬ 
penditures for the Lappas case. 

And what, then, is the cash-on-the-line 
tax money cost - not counting the human cost 
- of a murder (or, technically speaking, a 
second-degree murder) in Inyo County? Taking 
an accountant's cold look at the Evin Lappas 
murder trial, the various estimator's turned 
up with a number of revealing, though incon¬ 
clusive figures: 

After Lappas pulled the trigger on her 
stepfather at their mobile home in Bishop 
last year, there was first of all the cost 
of investigative and coroner's services; then 
there was her immediate incarceration, and 
the early court hearings. Most of these costs, 
no small amount in themselves, are generally 
considered "routine" and they are difficult to 
figure and therefore go unreported in any com¬ 
prehensive way. But as the trial got underway 
the estimators could arrive more accurately 
at the sums - the figures were bigger. 

"Unofficially," a reporter was able last 
week to discover tne following estimates gath- 


Lappa 

during 

trial 
































Business opportunity ... 
with living quarters and existing 
business...with much room for expansion 
...Good location in town...Deluxe 

double-wide mobile with 24x60 shop . 

CZ0,000 down...with liberal owner finan¬ 
cing. CALL US TODAY. 

R2 zoning...a good building lot 
in town...l bedroom house and old barn., 
priced rigiit at $26,500 


ATTENTION BUILDERS - 2 lots,center 
of Lone Pine...ideal for development 


- DOROTHY BONNEflN broker 
PAT ROBERTS associate 


876-4696 


South Side Of The Dow Villa Hotel. . . 
Across From The Pool - Lone Pine 



If your RIP 
is showing 


I 


‘CALL ■ 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

tfenJon furniture C 
l^lphoLteri) Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 



CHEVY 


CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CARLO • MALIBU • CAMARO 


MILLER 
CHEVROLET 


Check here. 


MONZA • CHEVETTE 1 CORVETTE • WAGONS • R V ’S 


.before you buy! 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876 -5551 


Nov; under new ownership! 


LONE 

PINE 


9 IT IS THE CAR AMERICA HAS BEEN WAITING FOR 
9 IT HAS ADULT-SIZED COMFORT 
9 IT GETS 38 MILES TO THE GALLON 
9 IT IS SO NEW IT IS THE 1980 MODEL 

IT IS HERE NOW AND YOU'LL WANT TO COME IN AND SEE IT 
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"AN INCREASINGLY LARGE NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS 11 from wheezing, choking, tcary—eyed south—coun— 
AA ty residents has spurred the supervisors into angry action that, hopefully, may result 
~ iu solutions for the Owens Lake dust problem. When the winds blow, as they predictably 
do almost every day, county residents get a sour, acrid taste in their mouths all the way to 
Bishop, and the plight of respiratory patients is worse: They can hardly breathe. 


For the past three weeks, the supervis¬ 
ors have conducted hearings on the dust prob¬ 
lem; they have gathered statistics on its ef¬ 
fect; and they have looked into legal aspects 
in hoping to discover - ultimately - who is to 
blame and who is responsible for doing some- 
tiling about it. 

This week, they centered on a target: 
the State Lands Commission which, according 
to the county's air pollution control direct¬ 
or, "..has control over navigable waters, ev¬ 
en when the water dries up." Owens Lake was 
for years - until DWP's diversion of its feed 
streams - a "navigable waterway," and at one 
time steamboats moved across its salty ex¬ 
panse. 

In its resolution, the board of supervi¬ 
sors demands that the lands com¬ 
mission "address" the problem, 
and take steps to eliminate ito 
The board and the APCD have late¬ 
ly discovered that air quality in 
Inyo is hardly better - and pe:r- 
haps far more dangerous to health| 

- than the smoggy atmosphere of 
LA itself. The two agencies will 
now have to wait to see how the 
state reacts; until now, state 
agencies have taken a ho-hum at¬ 
titude, and one of these, the 
Air Resources Board is reported 
in effect to have said Inyo is 
"just a few people getting a lit¬ 
tle dust a few weeks in the year." 

VJhy the sudden, intensif¬ 
ying interest in a problem of 
long standing? Neither the sup¬ 
ervisors, nor the APCD's Chuck 
Fryxell, are quite sure. Fryxell 
said that someone - he's not ve¬ 
ry sure who - had "pressured" 
the Air Resources Board into a 


monitoring program to study Inyo and Mono air. 

Fryxell provided the supervisors with 
some dramatic estimates of just', what Inyo’s 
aii' quality - or lack of it — is: "The state 
and federal safe air standards range from 100 
to 200-plus microns of particulate per cubic 
meter in the air per 2U-hour sampling. I sus¬ 
pect - unofficially - that on windy days the 
Inyo count is well over a thousand." For the 
choked-up residents breathing the air and 
suddenly discovering the surrounding mount¬ 
ains are no longer visible from the valley, 
the news tended to confirm what they have 
long suspected: Inyo air isn’t healthy aqy- 
more. They directed their anger, too, at the 
insistent demands of DWP that it be allowed 
to pump more of die county's groundwater. 



If* 

Lake Miner Bill McClung at a supervisors meeting 

Quick to agree that filling the lake won't do the job 











A state board thinks Inyo 
is “just a few people, 
getting a little dust a 
few weeks of the year," 
but the winds off Owens 
Lake are blowing ever 






more strongly into 
Sacramento 


dust storm for Owens Valley 

To help in the immediate 
situation, Fryxell says he 
wants to set up additional/ 
moni toring equipment "so / 
that bad days can be 
predicted and warnings 
issued. Backed by the 
supervisors ' resolution, 
he may do more than that. 

After completing an inves 
igation, he will contact the 
state authorities and formal 
ly request that they "abate" 
the situation; if he gets no 
response, he can call an AP- 
CD hearing and levy a fine 
of up to $6000 per day until _ 
the problem is resolved. And how would a state 
agency - or for that matter, anyone else - 
stop a dust storm? 

■^-f the state is willing to cooperate, 
Fryxell wants to organize a task force to work 
out a solution. Returning water to the lake 
is not, he says, the best solution. Most re¬ 
searchers into the matter think that a "cov- 
'ering" of some sort, a chemical spray, per¬ 
haps, might end the dust. But in that they of¬ 
fer only a qualified "maybe." 

A lake mining corporation with a person¬ 
al interest at stake was predictably in agree¬ 
ment with Fryxell: Water won't work 0 Bill Mc- 
Clung of Lake Minerals Corporation said his 
company mines a substance called Trona out of 
the lakebed which is the "fourth largest Tro¬ 
na deposit in the world." He leases his mine 
area frem the state lands division, but sug¬ 
gests that the problem may not be the state's 
responsibility. It is thought that his opera¬ 
tion has little or nothing to do with the on¬ 
going dust pollution, and - paradoxically - 
his product, Trona, is a substance used in 
controlling another kind of pollution, that 
from smokestacks. 

It was with the hope that they'd av¬ 
oid a court fight with a state agency, that 
the supervisors voted this week's resolution. 
The resolution gives the state an opportunity 
to act without being taken to account in an 


APCU's Chuck Fryxell and Supervisor Richard McDonald 

Spurred, to action by choking, wheezing complaints 


APCD action. 

Still unanswered, however, was the ques¬ 
tion of sudden interest in the lake and the 
monitoring program. Possibly, it was prompted 
by reports compiled in 19?8 by the Inland Coun¬ 
ties Health Systems Agency. In a letter to the 
Department of ’later and Power last year ICHSA 
expressed concern that groundwater pumping 
would increase dust and air pollution and per¬ 
haps other health problems. ICHSA says DWP 
has not properly addressed the problem, and 
in a special statement discussed the "deter¬ 
ioration of air quality in the Owens Valley" 
in its relationship to pumping. The present 
local director of the health agency, I tick 
Smith of Bishop is on the record in his view 
that there is a definite relationship between 
D’.VP's groundwater pumping and the county's air 
quality problems. "Mono Lake is a fugitive 
dust problem, too," he said, taking count of 
that lake's rapidly receding (2 feet per year) 
waters. But Mono Lake was a problem of anoth¬ 
er kind (See Page 1). 

District Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gibbons 
has asked if there may be other sources of 
dust and pollution. To that question Fryxell 
said that the results of ongoing UC Davis 
monitoring tests would provide a conclusive 
answer. 

For now, there are no immediate solut¬ 
ions; 'bis indeed an "ill wind." ■ 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ran up a few bills, as did the Independence 
Volunteer Fire Department. Lappas suffered 
throughout her incarceration and trial with 
what were decribed as attacks of epilepsy. On 
several occasions, the rescue unit was called 
to the jail and a health department nurse de¬ 
voted several hours to the case. 

The county's "contingency fund," which 
covers expenses for trials and other matters 
that cannot be estimated at budget time, took 
a severe beating on the case; it will probab¬ 
ly run well over $ 50,000 before all the bills 
are in, and that figure was said by one law 
enforcement official to be "very conservative^ 

And, far beyond Inyo County and its jus¬ 
tice system, the costs of the shooting con¬ 
tinues Lappas as state prisoner. All told, 
that single Bishop shooting may well cost the 
people of California up to a quarter million 


dollars before it is settled and Lappas is 
free. 


IN DEFENSE OF THE "OTHER SIDE" of the gasoline 
shortage issue, the vice president of the In¬ 
dependent Oil Producers Association - Inyo's 
Keith Bright - said this week that the troub¬ 
les of the gas-short motorist are not the 
fault of the oil companies, but, rather, the 
continuing regulation by government agencies 
that curtail exploration and processing. For 
instance. Bright said regulations of air qual¬ 
ity enter into the problem: "Air quality con¬ 
trols make it difficult for refiners to get 
permits to upgrade their plants. The Air Qual¬ 
ity Control Board has held up the building of 
refineries; Twenty six applications for con¬ 
struction or improvements have been filed and 
in one year only one application was approv¬ 
ed." Meanwhile, as Bright pointed out, demand 
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Just about everybody in the county had had it with the 
State Parks Department and its plans for a 500-acre proj¬ 
ect that would re-create the Manzanar Relocation 
Center... .Except for the Japanese-Americans living 
out of the county - They were busy here and in 
Los Angeles circulating petitions favoring the 
project - no voice of support could be found. 

This week, another ethnic group, the Indians 
representing local tribes, turned up to ar¬ 
gue against a new tourist-oriented Man- y 
zanar.Indian Spokesman Michael Rogers 
told the board of supervisors that 
Manzanar was originally Indian land 
and that "They want to destroy a 
prehistoric site to make an histor¬ 
ic site ; Manzanar was formerly an 
Indian village. My grandparents 
lived there." There was no little 
official sarcasm from the board. 

Piped up Supervisor Lefty Irwin: 


Supervisor Johnny Johnson 

A loud, clear "no" on lobbying trips to Sacramento 


"They might as well sink the Arizona again, too." Meanwhile, Supervisor Johnny Johnson ret¬ 
urned from another Sacramento junket where he was lobbying against the project. But all the 
local uproar may prove unnecessary ; a legislative bill is in the works which would reduce 
the state parks budget that would fund the project. And another issue is brewing over the 
teacups of LA's Little Tokyo: The Japanese-Americans want reparations for the internment 
of their parents and grandparents in 1942. 


A PLAN TO REBUILD THE OLD CAMP 
IS OPPOSED HERE AND IN SACRA¬ 
MENTO, BUT JAPANESE-AMERICANS 
WANT IT - AND REPARATIONS,TOO 

















for gasoline has increased with the prolifer¬ 
ation of autos, a demand well beyond the {res¬ 
ent capacity of the state's refineries. An¬ 
other problem, says Bright, is the fact that 
now Californians are "storing" gasoline in 
their cars, due to panic buying. "Everyone 
keeps his tanks filled and millions of gal¬ 
lons are in storage in cars." Bright denied, 
as have most oil producers, that the shortage 
was contrived to increase profits. Why then, 
he was asked, is the public suspicious of oil 
company motives? "The government has found a 
whipping boy," said Bright. 

YES - AS ALL IN BIG PINE WELL KNOW - it has 
happened again to the town's perenniel traf¬ 
fic victim, Musician A1 Winter. The Winter 
home sits precariously beside busy Highway 
393, and directly across the highway from a 
parking area for the big trucks that move al¬ 
ong the route. Often, the drivers park their 
rigs and fail to set their brakes. Although 
the parking area appears to be flat, it is 
not. The trucks start rolling, their ponder¬ 
ous weight moving them like a juggernaut ac¬ 
ross the highway - and into Winter's house. 
Two such occurrences have taken place in the 
past year, destroying a shed and a car that 
Winter haul parked in front of his house as a 
barrier. And now, a third big semi has roll¬ 
ed into his property, again destroying the 
shed. This time Winter says he's thinking a- 
bout getting a lawyer, ^e is concerned that 
the next one may hit home - literally<> 

LONG-HELD FEARS that low-income or "ethnic" 
(NEW BRIEFS Continued next page) 
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NEGOTIATIONS 

UNDERWAY 


a 

county 
landmark 

For several weeks, at least two potential buyers have been negotiating to buy or lease the 
historic Winnedumah Hotel at Independence. This week, it appeared that one of these, a for¬ 
mer Bel-Aire Sands Hotel manager from Los Angeles, may close a lease deal with an option to 
purchase. Long-time owners of the Winnedumah, Fred and Hattie Schaefer, confirmed that they 
are dealing with George Plummer of Los Angeles. They said Plummer hopes to restore the 
building as an old hotel in the grand style - reopen its long-closed but once-popular cof¬ 
fee shop, and establish a dinner house. Rooms would be remodeled and the grounds would be 
landscaped. The Schaefers did not elaborate on the terms of the lease. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

groups might be inclined to move to Inyo Coun¬ 
ty surfaced in the form of an anti-Public 
Housing Authority c ampaign that challenges a 
recent decision by the board of supervisors 
to establish a PHA. The campaign so far has 
taken the form of a Xeroxed flyer and a full- 
page ad program in the local press which asks, 
with more rhetoric than substances " (Do you) 

.,.want another bureaucracy wasting tax dol¬ 


lars?" Some of the supervisors themselves took 
only a dim view of establishing the housing 
agency (which federally funds low-cost hous¬ 
ing for qualified people), but they opted for 
the agency for two major reasons: It can also 
gain grant money for other projects (The Dar¬ 
win water system is an example), and it gives 
the county the authority, if need be, to con¬ 
demn land, such as DWP's holdings, if it can 
be shown that such lands are needed for hous¬ 
ing. Opponents of the PHA claim they fear not 


__ _... 

FRESH LOCAL USDA CHOICE BEEF (NOT FROZEN) PDPP7F 
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only "another bureacracy," but also an influx 
of "outsiders." Said a spokesman for the or¬ 
ganization, "Citizens Against PHA," Fred FLnk- 
beiner: "If HUD is here, it could be devasta¬ 
ting. We would like to find out what the ram¬ 
ifications are before it's enacted. This was 
passed with little input, and the board should 
get some input." In his answer to questions, 
Flnkbeiner also warned darkly: "-People have a 
right to travel; if there's free housing they 
will travel here." The anti-PHA campaign ev¬ 
oked another view: the fear that without a 
housing authority, then special interests, 
including DWP, might grab up what little land 
there is left in the valley to build on. Ask¬ 
ed pointedly if DWP was behind the drive to 
defeat the PHA plan, Flnkbeiner - himself an 
employee of DWP along with two other members 
of the group — denied any DWP complicity in 
the campaign. "We would like to know if the 
elderly would really benefit. The board needs 
more input." 


INYO'S RECENTLY ELECTED PU3LIC ADMINISTRATOR 
and public guardian last week announced an 
auction - to sell the last worldly goods of 
a half dozen people, members of the county's 
community of aged and lonely, who have died 
here in recent months without known surviv¬ 
ors. The sad job of gathering and tagging 
for sale the "estates" of these falls on Ma¬ 
ry Ritter who listed in part the woefully 
small possessions that remain: a television 
set, some clothing, a number of kitchen it¬ 
ems, a scattering of furniture, an aging car ' 
— and a wheel chair. The deceased were bet¬ 
ween 50 and 80 years old, some were alcohol¬ 
ics living alone in small hotel rooms. Ritter! 


herself will conduct the auction on June 2, 
and proceeds will go either to the state - or 
to pay off burial expenses and a few credit¬ 
ors' claims. 


LONE PINE'S SOUTHERN INYO HOSPITAL may have 
to operate on a 1979-80 budget severely cut 
by as much as a half-million dollars (See 
hospital story, P. 18). Late this week, the 
hospital board met to take a hard look at the 
proposed $ 2 , 225,000 budget that had been op¬ 
timistically based on a daily patient census 
of 20 - But chances are slim that the hospital 
will be caring for that many people. A "more 
realistic figure," says Board Chairman Paul 
Payne, would be "a 15-bed daily average." The 
board instructed Acting Administrator Jerry 
Zeutzius to go over the budget and come up 
with another one - minus about $500,000. Mean¬ 
while, Zeutzius was uncomfortably surrounded 
by professional administrators seeking the 
job he now holds 0 In an executive session 
board members interviewed at least one of sev¬ 
eral applicants - Harry B. ?urdy of Safford, 
Arizona - for the administrator position. Al¬ 
though a number of "professional" staff mem¬ 
bers would like nothing better than to see 
Zeutzius replaced, board members report that 
Zeutzius remains "very much in the running" 
for the permanent assignment. 


THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MAY TURN THUMBS DOWN 
on still another application for a zoning re¬ 
vision that would allow construction of a con¬ 
dominium complex at Bishop - and in doing so 
they may be defeating their own purposes in 

(Continued next page) 
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NEW BRIEFS, Continued 

their dealings with DWP, according to the pri¬ 
vate comments of some courthouse officials 
and observers. It is their argument that con¬ 
tinued denials of condominium or housing pro¬ 
jects weakens the board's position when it 
requests that DWP turn over some of its land 
"for housing„" In the recent case. Developer 
Paul Martin of Bishop had asked the board to 
rezone an area in West Bishop for construct¬ 
ion of a 30- (approx.) unit condominium. Lit¬ 
tle opposition had turned up at first - but 
then the supervisors received "a flood" of 
letters and a 100-signature petition opposing 
the plan. As it turned out the supervisors 
were split on the issue, 2-2, in the absence 
of one of their board members, Johnny John¬ 
son, and a deciding vote may be taken at the 
next meeting. 


TWO MUSIC SHOWS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED and anoth¬ 
er, the popular "Orapevine Festival" near Big 
Pine, is still under question as the supervi¬ 
sors try to bridge what amounts to a culture 
gap between their conservative constituency 
and the free-wheeling "Grapevine Productions." 
GP Promoter Bob Steele earlier had plans to 
present country-rock outdoor shows at Bishop's 
Millpond recreation area and at Diaz Lake, but 
hie appearance before the board on those en¬ 
tertainments prempted the supervisors to take 
a harder look at an "outdoor festival ordin¬ 
ance," which has yet to be adopted. The sup¬ 
ervisors are concerned - and make no bones 
about it - over the proliferation of mariju¬ 
ana and narcotics at such youth-oriented 
shows; they want to make sure that the fest¬ 
ivals are "well policed." Gn that, Steele of- 
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fered few guarantees , and he must now wait 
for an official, okay on the show at Dig 
Fine. Drawing up the ordinance is a com¬ 
mittee composed of the sheriff, the dist 
rict attorney, the parks director and some 
sup? rvisors. 


EVEN SUPER-CORPORATION ANACONDA COPPER has 
been stymied by the federal government’s 
land-hungry Bureau of ^and Management. The 
mining company, whose operations extend to 
several countries in the western world, al¬ 
so owns, and would be happy to develope, 
a number of claims in Inyo County in the 
eastern Death Valley area. But the claims 
are now located in the BLM's arbitrarily- 
adopted "desert conservation wilderness 
study area," and that means they cannot be 
developed. This, says south-county Super¬ 
visor Richard McDonald, "is a typical sit¬ 
uation that we are going to be involved in. 
BLM has hamstrung Anaconda from carrying 
out extensive research." Research? Into 
what? -Ironically, the substance Aanaconda 
would mine there - Zeolite - is used as an 
industrial cleaner for protection of the 
environment. McDonald asked County Adminis¬ 
trator John K. Smith to contact Anaconda's 
R.V. r . Knostman to find out if the supervis¬ 
ors can "work with" the company in solving 
its BLM opposition. M 


During the spring and summer months, 
the new, larger Inyo County News-Letter 
will be published on a 10-day schedule. 
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THRUM 


The Inyo County News-tetter welcomes letters and comment 
relevant to current issues. The editors will pul'lish ' y ' 11 / 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address¬ 
ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's readerc 
that publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply that the editors a- 
gree with its content, or that the editors guarantee accuracy of the letter. 




THE BAR AND THE MEDIA: CLASHING 
AGAIN OVER THE BROOKS ISSUE 

Inyo County News-Letter: 

As we have previously discussed, I am 
not in favor of getting news reports on cer¬ 
tain cases into the newspapers, prior to ren¬ 
dition of the final results of the case, due 
to many misunderstandings that are generally 
present. 

Take, for example, your write up on Ibg- 
es 11 and 12 of the newsletter for the week 
of August 7, 1978; therein, you go into great 
detail allegations against Glenn Brooks, paint¬ 
ing him, again, black.. 

However, the final outcome of the case 
was that Glenn Brooks prevailed both upon the 
complaint of the Lundgrens (That is, Lundgren 
lost on their own complaint) and, in addition, 
the cross complaint of Glenn Brooks was good 
as against Lundgrens. 

You may check the court file. Case No. 
11,180 in the County of Inyo. 

If you had been present at the trial, 
you would have noted that Mrs. Lundgren, who 
was alone on the day of the trial, following 
the absence of Mr. Lundgren, when it appeared 
that he might be subject to perjury for state¬ 
ments that he had made the prior day in courts 
made some comment as she was going by the dep¬ 
uty sheriff, such remark (which, to my under¬ 
standing was "I'll kill him") caused the judge 
to order him another deputy sheriff as bail¬ 
iff to protect the court and Mr,, Brooks. 

The judge, Harry Roberts, ordered puni¬ 
tive damages against the plaintiff Emil Lund¬ 
gren, on the cross complaint in favor of Glenn 
Brooks. 

I am a little taken aback by the one¬ 
sided coverage of Mr. Brooks, printing all 
that is bad while omitting the decisions in 
his favor. It is to be additionally noted that 
the trial in Fresno - noted in the same arti 
icle - resulted in a decision by the court in 
Fresno in favor of Mr. Brooks, prior to his 
even having to put on his own defense; the 
court stated to Mr. Canfield at that time, in 
effect, "I don't even know why you brought 
this case over here, it's the weakest case 
I've ever seen, you don't have a case." 

While I generally believe that your re¬ 
porting is fair, my close association with the 
facts of this matter leads me to wonder if 
your reporting is as objective as it appears; 
it may be as misleading to others as it ap¬ 
pears to me. Certainly, the fact that there 
were those who attempted to get on the jury, 
hiding their true strong prejudices ("He oujjrt 
to be sent away for two or three years"), 
forced the judge to transfer the case to Fres¬ 
no on a change of venue which resulted in a 
decision completely exonerating Mr. Brooks. 

Whatever the bias may be of reporters 
or prosecution involved, the defendant is 
still presumed to be innocent, and is etitled 
to a fair trial under the laws of this coun¬ 
try; additionally, he should be allowed to be 
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free from the one-sided reporting of a case, 
which reporting completely neglects to report 
the true facts of the case once the final dec¬ 
ision is made. 

Thank you for your consideration of this 
matter. 

- Gerald T. Huntley 
Attorney at law 
Bishop 

(Editor's note: Attorney Huntley now tears 
witness, via a letter, to inform the public 
(the final jury in quality-of-the-media cases) 
that the press has been some’what remiss in its 
obligation to his client. In doing so he puts 
Nejs-Letter in position of having to refresh 
the witness’ (i.e., Attorney Huntley's) mem¬ 
ory. We do so as follows: 

At the height of the Brooks controversy, 

Mr. Huntley called the News-Letter office in¬ 
forming this editor that Brooks was suffering 
under what amounts to a bad press. In fair¬ 
ness to Mr. Brooks, the editor then agreed to 
present an in-depth feature story, a kind of 
profile on Mr. Brooks, and in fact urged the 
lawyer to bring forth Mr. Brooks for an in¬ 
terview. The story suggested by the editor to 
A fr. Huntley would have been along the lines 
of how a person can come under public fire 
and criticism - sometimes unjustly. At that 
time. Lawyer Huntley said he would get in 
touch with News-Letter for the Brooks story. 

He did not. 

As for Mr. Brooks' exoneration, it is well 
known to News-Letter readers that News-Let¬ 
ter does not report on the findings of every 
major and minor criminal and civil case that 
lands on the local (or Fresno) dockets. There 
is neither the time nor the public interest 
to justify such coverage. 

The case - and Mr. Huntley 's complaint - 
also brings into focus another problem ex¬ 
isting beiroeen the press and the bar here and 
elsewhere: that newsmen get their stories 
when charges are filed - usually from an elec¬ 
ted official. To get the "other side," report¬ 
ers often attempt to contact the defense at¬ 
torney involved. They are met, invariably, by 
"no comment." Thus it would appear to an un¬ 
informed few that the press shows bias. In 
such matters News-Letter is always happy to 
publish quotes from either a defendant or the 
defense attorney - if they'll talk. 

And still another philosophical question ar¬ 
ises out of the ongoing press vs. law issue: 
Lawyers are trained in an "adversary" system, 
sworn to take the side of their clients, right 
or wrong. It is probably a good system but 
often conceals (as it is intended to do) what 
is called "objective truth." Newsmen on the 
other hand are trained to keep in mind the 
public interest and, in contradiction to the 
adversary system, to uncover if possible the 
facts of "both sides" - if the lawyers allow. 

News-Letter, meanwhile, denies that it has 
"painted Mr. Brooks black," or that coverage 
of the issue was handled in any way outside 
the limits of professional reportage. j n fact. 
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when News-Letter earlier went looking for a 
special story on Mr, Brooks - that in itself 
a rare concession - in an effort to present 
tr his side, " the editor felt that he was go¬ 
ing out of his way in Brooks f interest . But, 
again, it was an offer that the defense ap¬ 
parently decided to refuse. 

Perhaps in the best of all possible worlds 
reporters would learn to ,r think like a law¬ 
yer, " and lawyers could be trained in the 
value (to themselves and their clients) of 
good public relations. "No comment" would be 
a thing of the past and the public would 
quit wondering what public figures are trying 
to conceal.) 

-/HHc 

FROM LONE PINE, A FRIENDLY 
WORD FOR THE COPS 

News-Better (Attention B.K.): 

First of all we would like to say wel¬ 
come back to our local sheriffs of Lone RneJ 

Being citizens of Lone *ine we would 
also like to add our sincere thanks for all 
the assistance and consideration that they 
have shown us in our time of need. 

They have always been prompt and most 
courteous to us as well as to our families. 

Just thanks for being there. 

- T r acey and Donna 
Lone Bine 
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purchase a rewarding experience? 
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'■lain St. 


MOTORS-BISHOP 


(In a recent column, ”BK" had written to 
the effect that many people tend to forward 
letters complaining about peace officers , 
but very few that offer support. Apparently, 
’’Tracey and Donna" stand with the latter.) 
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of several reliable companies. 

This gives me clout. Since I don't 
work for any one company. I'm in 
a position to negotiate in your 
behalf, picking and 
choosing the car, 
home, business, or life 
protection that suits 
your needs best. 

For help with your needs, 
call or visit me at: 


PETE LARSON 

R. F. OYLER INSURANCE 

124 N. MAIN ST. LONE PINE 
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BLM Ranger Bruce Albert 

Top gun over 1,6 million 
acres of BLM lands 


If any doubts remained about the Bureau of Land Management r s 
intention to enforce its wilderness plan - even before it is 
officially accepted in VJashington - they were quickly dispel¬ 
led with the appearance here of a federal cop. He is Bruce Al¬ 
bert, a former agent for the National Marine Fisheries Depart¬ 
ment who has completed some 1000 hours in US police training, 
and who has recently been given full law enforcement authori¬ 
ty over a 1.6 million-acre proposed wilderness and BLM-owned 
area that ranges from Bridgeport to Death Valley. Just recent¬ 
ly the BLM provided its top Inyo officer firearms and a patrol 
car equipped with emergency tights and siren. A number of peo¬ 
ple in the southern part of the county had complained bitterly 
about the arming of BLM personnel, but the latter claim that 
rangers have been fired on by angry protestors against federal 
land-grab policies. One of the new cop r s first assignments as 
an armed enforcer: ,r Monitoring rr the recent races (Page 22) in 
the Alabama Hilts. From that event the BLM collected filing 
and entrants 1 fees in its highly profitable rr land use 11 program. 
County officials have protested the "forcing" of the wilder¬ 
ness plan - and armed officers - on Inyo County. 


* « 


The BLM’s 
enforcer 

BUREAUCRAT 
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Recovery therapy for an ailing hospital 

C aught by the photographer in one of their moments of grim reflection, the concerned hos¬ 
pital officials shown in the picture above, and their thoughtful, perhaps worried, at¬ 
titudes, aptly portrayed the ongoing situation at Lone Pine's Southern Inyo Hospital. 
Again, all was not well within the hospital. But prior to still another board meeting to be 
held later this week, things were looking a little better.lt remains, however, a very qual¬ 
ified "better," conditional on a lot of ifs: Drawing from notes taken over the past three 
weeks of hospital events and utterances, reporters were able early this week to sum up some 
of the ifs. In that, they found news both good and bad; 

"First," reports News-woman Henett Kessler, "there is the ongoing personnel concern that 
centers around Acting Hospital Administrator Jerry Zeutzius. The hospital's employees' coun- 



LOW 

Price... 

Built-in 
Electronic 
Flash. 

The KODAK EKTRALITE 10 Camera is so easy 
to use, so convenient to take with you in pocket 
or purse that you’ll never have to miss any of 
those memories again. Built-in electronic flash 
gives you up to 100 flashes per set of batteries. _ 

Complete outfit (Tonne I*.OG3K 

Phillips Camera House 


186 No. MAIN 


(714) 872-4211 


BISHOP 


On our new bright screen...- 




DOLBY 

STEREO 


America’s 
Most Unlikely 
Hero. 


N • | WOODY ALLEN'S 

THRU 1 



INTERIORS' 


pg United Artists 


"Star Crash" & "Lazer Blast" 







EEE3EE 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


Page 18 








































oil continued its insistence last week that 
Zeutzius be dismissed. In some ways it was 
a matter of definitions." 

Definitions? In answer to that, on 
Monday, one of the "professionals" on the 
hospital staff finally came forth to say to 
the previously-distrusted media what the 
professional personnel are really after in 
demanding Zeutzius' resignation. The person-! 
nel spokesman asked not to be personally 
quoted, but provided nonetheless a candid 
view that was in part convincing: 

"An 'administrator' is a trained 
professional. In university hospital 
administration courses, tthe student is 
trained in special ways, doing intern 
work with various departments of the hosp¬ 
ital and learning how to understand the op¬ 
erations required of the professional peo- ^ 
pie. Our complaint with Zeutzius is not a per¬ 
sonal one. He may be fine in the business of¬ 
fice, but he is not trained in understanding 
the professionals' needs." 

Why haven't the professional personnel 
come forth with their comolaints before? Why 
have they been reluctant to explain their 
case when reporters gave them the opportuni¬ 
ty? 

"We did state our case at the board 
meeting a couple of weeks ago. But we don't 
want to talk to the newspapers because we're 
still afraid of getting fired." 

That fear persists, despite the public 
promise of Board Chairman W. Paul Payne of 
more than two weeks ago: There will be "‘no 
retributiorf against any personnel that sign¬ 
ed the petition (The council's petition de¬ 
manding that Zeutzius be fired) or, presum- 








Acting Administrator Jerry Zeutzius 

Maybe a matter of defining "administrator" 


ably, any who talk to the press. 

"I would not expect Zeutzius to be able 
to perform or understand my job; I certainly 
would not try to work in the business office," 
was the spokesman's concluding remark. 

On the other side of the argument - a 
side strongly held and defended by Zeutzius 
supporters on the board - is the fact that since 
his nomination as acting administrator, the 
board appears to have a better handle on the 
hospital's cost accounting. On that issue - 
still an issue largely unsolved - Zeutzius and 
Payne appear to be closely alignedo In any case, 
right or wrong, the hospital seems now to be 
under a much stronger leadership. But some pro- 

(Continued next page) 
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heavy duty die cast 
main frame 

• Optional acoustical 
dust shield 

• Advanced construction 
with fewer parts than 
another single element 
machine 

• Variety of type styles 

• Dimensions: 2OV2" (W) 
x 165 /b" (D) x 71/2" (H). 
Weight: 50 lbs. 


Convenient 


time-saving 


features 


Interchangeable type 
style cores 
Express back spacer 
Switchable (10 and 12) 
dual pitch 

Horizontal half spacing 
for correcting typing 
errors 

Built-in correction 
system lifts off errors 
New ribbon system has 
correction tape on 
core carrier 
88-character. 44 
contoured keys 
1100 characters per 
minute with high 
speed, glare-free block 
keyboard 
Memory keyboard 
(Touch Buffer) 
minimizes typing errors 
Retractable paper 
support/page-end 
indicator 
Jam-proof key 
operation 

14.4" carriage: 12.7" 
writing line 
Cartridge system 
simplifies ribbon 
changing 
Long life 3-level 
carbon ribbon 


• Quick-set visible^^^^ 
margin controls on 
front panel 

• Automatic paper 
injector/ejector 

• 3-position line space 
selector (1, 1%, 2 
spaces) 

• Adjustable copy 
control 

• Impression control 

• Variable control for 
adjusting writing line 

• Automatic line finder 

• Type core carrier 
indicator 

• Jam-proof key set 
tabulator with single 
and total tab clearance 

• Eleven repeat keys 

• Optional: Convert any 
key to repeat operation 

• Automatic repeat 
space bar 

• Automatic repeat back 
spacing 


BISHOP TYPEWRITER 

sales • service ( 714)873 5773 
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CATER! NG/872-5535 


FINE FOODS FOR A FEW OR FOR A FEW THOUSAND 



fessional workers continue to see him as a land, 
of economic cop peering over their shoulders, 
notebook and calculator at the ready. 

Another argument against the "professi¬ 
onal" administrator is the fact that it would 
be necessary to "import" one. As evidenced in 
the dismal history of the Inyo County govern¬ 
ment's employment of "professional" depart¬ 
ment heads, such imports don't always work out 
in dealing realistically with this area's un¬ 
ique political and economic conditions. Zeut- 
zius, as even some of the professional hospi¬ 
tal people admit privately, is "local"; the 
people he must deal with are already aware of 
his limitations - and his potential, once giv¬ 
en the opportunity to learn the tangled and 
interworking intricacies of serving'in the 
best way possible the needs of the hospital, 
and, ultimately, its patients. 

At present, no board member will state 
positively that Zeutzius will be retained; 
neither will any of them be forced by petit¬ 
ions or otherwise into firing him. There is 
strong feeling among many board members that 
a philosophical ethic is at stake: "Profess¬ 
ionals" may know their jobs and may be needed 
to carry out hospital functions - but control 
and direction of the hospital itself must re¬ 
main in the hands of elected officials answer¬ 
ing to the public, not to the people they tore. 
At Southern Inyo Hospital in recent months, 
it has appeared to be Truman and MacArthur all 
over again, with at least some of the profess¬ 
ional staff working toward power positions. 

Finally, money - or the lack of it - may 
determine the course for the immediate fut¬ 
ure. The hospital board (Perhaps one of the 
strongest in recent years) is now faced ’with 
the grim statistics of next year's budget: 
Zeutzius reported at a recent meeting that in 
order to stay afloat in health the hospital 
will need at least 20 (paying) patients each 
day in the 3ii-bed facility. That might meet 
expenses. But the average so far is closer to 
1U.2, less than half the hospital's capacity. 
The building and expansion program of the hos¬ 
pital (which, ultimately, is to be blamed for 
a lot of current problems),may not have been 
needed after all, or so it would seem. Board 
members face staggering debts for the expan¬ 
sion at a time when patient census was decLir— 
ing - due mostly to the lack of doctors who 
would otherwise place patients in the hospit¬ 
al. 

Net rising costs for next year can be 
met only if there is an increase of 50 % or 
more in the patient load. "Not likely," rue¬ 
fully observes Board Member Bruce Ivey. Ex¬ 
penses are expected to go up 30;?. 

What immediate next steps are in order? 
The board meets this week in what Payne said 
would be an "important" session which may re¬ 
quire some "drastic" measures. He declined to 
elaborate. The board also has a half dozen ap¬ 
plicants for the administrator job. "But we 
are not discounting Zeutzius," said one off¬ 
icial. 

Adding to the confusion, the personnel 
council last week turned up with another com¬ 
plaint, and another firing request. In what 
amounts to a witch hunt, they want "a report¬ 
er" on the hospital staff fired; they are at¬ 
tempting to uncover a news source that in rec¬ 
ent weeks has provided remarkably accurate 
"leaks" to the media. In a letter to Chairman 
Payne and the board, they named a man recent¬ 
ly employed by the hospital and demanded that 
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he be fired (He was not the source), but the 
request was turned down in a reply from Payne 
who suggested that "anybody" can talk to the 
press, so long as they tell the truth." Payne, 
himself a newsman, views the ferreting out of 
news leaks as irrelevant to the very real prob 
lems the hospital 
faces. 

As the con¬ 
troversies, rele¬ 
vant and irrelev¬ 
ant, dragged on, 
they were at least 
contained within 
the conference 
rooms and offices 
of the staff and 
administration. 

So far, none of 
the spin-off has 
washed over into 
patient quarters. , 

On that, both the 
restive employees 
and the hardlining 
board are in strict 
agreement. 

But for the 
hospital itself, 
its finances and 
management, the 
prognosis was clear as the new week got under¬ 
way: 

The patient will recover, but for now at 
least intensive care is prescribed. More mon¬ 
ey, more unity among workers and administrat¬ 
ion - and more doctors - seem to be needed, a 



Helen Lay, RN 

From the professionals, 
demands for firings 


YOUR WELL-BEING IS OUR BUSINESS.., 

LONE PINE 
MOUNTAIN 
TRADING 
COMPANY 

NATURAL FOODS e FRESH FISH*VITAMI 


123 
N. Main 
Lone Pine 
876-5671 




COUPON 
H 

$ GOOD FOR 
$ ANY PURCHASE 



lf< 


x 

DURING fc 
MAY * 

«*:*:*:*:*:*:»:*:* ONE PER CUSTOMER:*:*:**:*:®! 


A LOT OF PEOPLE IN INYO 
ARE FINDING OUT... —- 



.. .GAS 
COSTS 
LESS! 


COOKS BETTER - CHEAPER! 


CAL GAS-BISHOP. INC. 


Get the 
facts! 


Bus. 873-6371 
P O. Box 966 
.North Main St. 
Bishop 




We think 

THE ANSWER LIES IN 


• .THEY 1 
CONSIDER 

• i 

THE ALTERNATIVES 


CONTROLLED GROWTH 
AND IN 
INTELLIGENT PLANNING t 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

RESIDENTIAL 


CUSTOM BUILT HOMES 

COMMERCIAL 


C'AI.IF BL. LIC U T16001 


873-7141 
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For Lone Pine, t?ie weekend provided its big¬ 
gest day of competition ever; the Death Val¬ 
ley to Mt. Whitney Bicycle race, the endur¬ 
ance race - and a joggers ’-runners ’ marath¬ 
on that attracted some of the county ’s news¬ 
makers . Among the latter 
were Supervisor Richard Mc¬ 
Donald who determinedly ran 
the rocky 25-mile course 
(For health and weight con¬ 
trol, he has been jogging 
for more than a year.), and 
Tony Rossmann, special coun¬ 
sel to the board of super¬ 
visors in the DWP litigat¬ 
ion. The various events at¬ 
tracted about ZOO people. 
Since the horse competition 
began some years back, the 
events have attracted in¬ 
creasing attention and, like 
Bishop 's Mule Days, have 
grown to the point where 
they seem to carry on, on 
their own without widespread 

_.***. . y media publicity (Channels 2 

Tony Rossmann an *J °f lo<3 Angeles’ tele- 
Keeping in vi3Von backed down on cov- 

shape for DWP evat 3 e at the la f t m ™ te > 
battles? but P r ° motera shrugged.) 
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Supervisor McDonald on the marathon course 


AS A NATIONAL CHAMPION ENDURANCE RIDER, THIS PRETTY 
OLANCHA HORSEWOMAN RIDES HARD TO KEEP HER TITLE 


Tracie wins again 




Smiling confidently and 
riding well ahead of her 
nearest competitor, Tracie 
Thornburgh Slater, not yet 
21, nears completion of 
one of the country r s most 
grueling rides, the 50- 
mile endurance race near 
Lone Pine. With lier horse 
"Red" she may become for 
the second time a national 
champion. She began riding 
,T before she could walk." 
She devotes much time 
in almost daily practice 
and has won 22 races in 
Arizona, Utah, New Mex¬ 
ico, Nevada "and all over 
California."She has frj)o 
horses in training and 
goes later this year to 
races in Oregon and Wyom¬ 
ing . Her father is an 
Olancha rancher and has 
watched her win the Mt. 
Whitney 50, as it is 
called, for four con¬ 
secutive years. Her 
strategy: She "paces" 
her horse, conserving 
energy, follows the 
leader until the last 
10 miles, then pulls 
ahead. 


Photos: Benett Kessler, 
John Heston 






-<.JVotes From B. K? 


SO '.THERE ViJILL ALL THE POOR FOLK LIVE? Aie anti—Public Housing types are com¬ 
ing out of their (plush and well-insulated) walls to defeat if possible the 
supervisors’ decision to form a Public Housing Authority. And some of the 
leaders of the anti-PHA organization are associated with DWP - which might 
lose some of its land through a condemnation proceeding initiated by a Pub¬ 
lic Housing Authority. In a county desperately short of housing, it would ap-| 
pear that those on moderate or fixed incomes have no recourse but an agency 
that can provide decent housing. Could it be that the DWP, or the merely rich, 
are hoping to grab off what land is left? Maybe they should be listening to those who are 
merely intelligent (including, for a change, the supervisors) - and take a second look at 
what happened at Mammoth. The working people, the elderly, etc., were priced out of town. 


BENETT KESSLER 


ONE OF THE COUNTY'S PROBATION GIRLS was called as a witness in a criminal case in 'Tuolumne 
County. Tuolumne sent a plane to fly her over; no sooner had the plane taken off from In¬ 
dependence than word came that they didn't need her after all. Big deal over in Tuolumne, 
with reporters at the airport, etc. They flew the girl back to Independence. "Well, how 
did you like the plane trip over the mountains?," the girl was asked. "Gee, it was great," 
she replied. Tuolumne County tax-payers will be delighted to learn the cost of the charter 
service - several hundred dollars. 


■5BBS- 

THE COUNTY AEKINISTATION can look forward to another employee lawsuit. Reports have it that 
a former county worker who was recently fired is talking to a lawyer. But news about the 
county's misdirected and sometimes stupid hiring-firing matters is getting kind of ho-hum. 

IN ANSWER TO THOSE (SURPRISINGLY FEW) ENQUIRIES about our publication dates, let me explains 
We've gone on a ten-day schedule. Reason: There's only a couple of us who do the advertis¬ 
ing and editorial makeup, and our modest publication has grown completely out of hand. Two 
of us can't do it in a week, but there's a lot more for the readers. What began as a weekly 
news capsule for a special few hundred is now read by several thousand - and we're still 
trying to work out a deal on a printing press; office copiers were never made for such a 
heavy load - and neither were reporters and makeup people. Your patience is appreciated. 

LA's TOP TELEVISION NE7/9 OUTLET, CHANNEL 7, showing increasing interest in what's happening 
in Inyo and Mono. They're run no fewer than three local news stories in the fast three 
weeks — this thanks in part to Our Man Heston who operates the news service movie camera. 

Our early allegiance to KNXT Ch 2 waned with Ch2's seeming disinterest in Inyo matters. But 
it's more fun being on No. 1 instead of No. 3 anyhow. Uncle Jerry still isn't my favorite 
anchorman, though. 

•JHK- 


TECOPA'S BERNICE SORRELIS expected home soon following an operation at South Laguna Hospit¬ 
al. She's the planning commission representative from the Shoshone-Tecopa area and one of 
Southern Inyo's business-civic-political leaders. We're told she's feeling better and the 
prognosis is favorable. 

■iBHfr 

THAT BIG PLATFORM JUTTING OUT FROM BISHOP'S WHISKEY CREEK is set up for a "sidewalk" cafe. 
But the deal is held up pending completion of customer-parking guarantees wanted by the 
Bishop PC. Management says it will be cleared up shortly. 

-SBBf- 

CARLA CARUSO, THE WOMAN LAWYER WHO SERVED ON THE LAPPAS MURDER TRIAL DEFENSE TEAM, was a 
shoo-in candidate as a deputy district attorney here, or so we're informed. Word has it 
that she was a serious consideration to fill the spot vacated by Deputy DA Greg James. In¬ 
stead of taking the job here, she opted for the DA's office at Sacramento. 

4HBE- 

INCLUDED AMONG THE (TAURUS) BIRTHDAYS: Mary Pond, celebrating with husband Roger and 
friends Carl and Wilma Muth. Dinner at Paradise on Rock Creek. Also celebrating this 
month: Jack Pound (He's the Hubbard Construction man on our Very Pleasant People last); 
and Leah Camilucci, who says she isn't celebrating birthdays. 

-5HBE- 

WHO'S ONE OF THE BEST - AND MOST FLAMBOYANT - DANCERS IN THE COUNTY? Ask around, and you'll 
probably hear someone mention Glenn Hallam. He' s also a VPP. 

PEOPLE GRIPING BECAUSE THE SUPERVISORS CAN'T FIND ANY ANSWERS TO THE AIRLINE PROBLEM. Maybe 
in fact there simply are no answers to be found. Bad as it was, we'll miss Sierra Pathetic. 
Their departure is bad news..., 

...BUT MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY... 
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Hi. I'm Alexander 
Smith. I'm running 
for public office.. 


...and I want to talk a- 
bout something that con¬ 
cerns us all... 


? 4’- MB 

...Shortages! We are in 
a critical situation: 
gasoline shortages and.. 







...power shortages , and natural gas 
and fuel oil shortages. I was born 
here in the Owens Valley... 
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...Now I have to pose in all kinds 
of situations to get exposure for 
my programs, which include at least 
this one idea for water conservation: 
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...and believe me I understand Very 
well the problem of "shortages." 

I was bom during the big drought.. 



..Bathe in a bucket. 


19 Month Old Alexander 
is the son of David & 
Cynthy Smith formerly 
of Lone Pine and In¬ 
dependence. They 
often return to the 
Valley from Long Beach 
where they are both 
enrolled at Cal State 
Uni versity. 


eastern sierra news service 


JOHN mESTOn 
BENETT KESSLER 


TO: 


John Lee 
Box 146 

Independence, CA 93526 


INDEPENDENCE. California 

878-2381 - 878-2582 


US POSTAGE PAID 
&uLK RATE 

Independence, Cal. 
Permit £6 
53526 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
Return Postage Guaranteed 





























